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Quotes from The Loving Generation 
On Family Conflict 
Jaweer Brown: “My father had this real concern that we wouldn’t understand that we were black. 
My grandmother, my mom’s mother, she sent us dolls and she sent one black one and one white 
one, and it was the biggest fight. My father was like, ‘I’m not having kids play with a white 
baby.’ And my mom was like, ‘What are you gonna do, throw me in the trash?’” 
 
Rebecca Walker: “My grandmother disowned my [white] father when he married my mother.” 
 
On Racial Identity, as communicated or taught in childhood 
Matt Johnson: “My family dealt with my identity the way America deals with race. The white 
side just basically didn’t deal with it because they didn’t have to and if they did have to they just 
kind of shrugged it off, and then the black side was basically training me to be a black man… 
Because there was no mixed identity, I became fascinated with where am I gonna fit in instead? 
So I pretended to be Puerto Rican for about three years in high school… I just wanted to fit in!” 
 
Panama Jackson: “I identify as black. My father didn’t really give me options not to. I remember 
him telling me very plainly, ‘Your mother is white. You are not.’” 
 
Melissa Harris-Perry: “I was not ever raised as an interracial child. That isn’t even an identity I 
acknowledged as existing. I was a black kid with a white mom.” 
 
Soledad O’Brien: “There was no such thing as mixed. I came from a time where being black 
was, to some degree, a political act… for my parents it was important that I was black.” 
 
Erin Cloud: “I grew up in Baltimore, and in Baltimore you were black or you were white. There 
wasn’t really an area in between.” 
 
On Racial Identity, as claimed in adulthood 
Nikole Hannah-Jones: “To me, claiming my blackness is rejecting white supremacy… not 
desiring to be closer to that which is in power.” 
 
Rebecca Carroll: “The only reason I can think of, of choosing biracial, is to have that kind of 
white adjacency known to people, and I don’t feel the need to have that known to people.” 
 
Matt Johnson: “It’s difficult to acknowledge that you are not just the descendant of the slave who 
was kidnapped in West Africa and brought to America, you’re also the descendant of the white 
person who kidnapped you.” 
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Quotes by Barack Obama, from Dreams from My Father 
Reflecting on his youth: “I was too young to know that I needed a race.” 
 
Growing into a black teenager without his African father: “I was trying to raise myself to be a 
black man in America, and beyond the given of my appearance, no one around me seemed to 
know exactly what that meant.” 
 
On absorbing black consciousness while still raised by white family: “White folks. The term 
itself was uncomfortable in my mouth at first; I felt like a non-native speaker tripping over a 
difficult phrase.” 
 
On self-knowledge and belonging: “The constant, crippling fear that I didn’t belong somehow, 
that unless I dodged and hid and pretended to be something I wasn’t I would forever remain an 
outsider, with the rest of the world, black and white, always standing in judgment.” 
 
Reminder from a Kenyan relative: “[A] man can never be too busy to know his own people.” 
 
——————————————————————————————————————— 
Broad Course Takeaways 

● Race evolves over time, space, and person. 
● Race is a social and legal construction… but since this construct has determined the 

distribution of power and opportunity for centuries, it is embedded in our social reality. 
We must recognize race, in its deeply forged meanings, in order to combat accumulated 
inequities in American society. 

● The doctrine of white supremacy has always demanded white “purity” and exclusivity. 
Does multiracial identity truly threaten white dominance, or tragically reinforce it? (Is 
that even the right question to ask?) 

● History…  
○ Is multidimensional and multidisciplinary. Legal history incorporates law and 

political science, social history depends on sociological analysis, and cultural 
history engages the English students in all of us. 

○ Is narrative driven by interpretation! 
○ Is vital. The past, after all, is what the present is made of. 

 
Thank you for listening! Again, please feel free to email me any and all reflections, questions, or 
suggestions at thelo.coleman@yale.edu. 


